The Admission of Churchwardens

The duties of churchwarden, as laid down in the Canon Law of the Church of England, are that they shall be foremost in representing the laity and co-operating with the incumbent; they shall use their best endeavours by example and precept to encourage the parishioners in the practice of true religion and to promote unity and peace among them; they shall maintain order and decency in the church and churchyard, especially during the time of divine service; they shall discharge the duties assigned to them by law and custom in relation to the church building and articles belonging to it.  Will you who are to be admitted as churchwardens endeavour so to do?
Wardens:	We will, the Lord being our helper.

Before you can act as Churchwardens for the ensuing year, you must make your declaration to the effect that you will faithfully and diligently perform your duties.  Are you now ready so to do?
Wardens:	We are.

The wardens, all together repeat the declaration phrase by phrase, as follows:
I solemnly and sincerely declare before God and his people that I will faithfully and diligently discharge the duties of office of churchwarden for the parish for which I have been chosen during the period of my appointment. 

May the Lord help you to be faithful and diligent, and may he prosper your work in his name.
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